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Monthly Meeting Agenda May 28, 2026 - IVSWCD Office/ZOOM
Topic: Illinois Valley Soil & Water Conservation District Meeting Time: May 28, 2026 - 6:00 pm
Join Zoom Meeting:	IVSWCD is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. Topic: Illinois Valley SWCD Monthly Meeting
Time: May 28, 2026 6:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83068803901?pwd=ndUiakpPGOA33OmTmbBvi82JDzzAPK.1
Meeting ID: 830 6880 3901
Passcode: 972185


I. 6:00 PM: Call to Order
II. 6:01 PM: Acceptance of Minutes
III. 6:05 PM: Acceptance of Financial Reports - Unavailable
IV. 6:10 PM: Old Business
a. Hiring Update

V. 6:15 PM: New Business
a. Place-Based Planning Presentation – Jill Smedstad and Craig Harper
b. Acknowledgement of Arlyse DeLoyola’s Service to the Josephine County SWCDs and Illinois Valley Watershed Council – John Bellville and Kevin O’Brien
7:00 PM: Staff and Partnering Agency Reports
a. John’s report
b. Partnering Agency Reports
VI. 7:30 PM Public comments
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Webb at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting attendance Roster:

	In-Person
	Via Zoom Teleconference
	Absent

	Robert Webb
	
	

	Katrina Poydack
	
	

	Zachary Robinson
	
	.

	Matthew Robinson
	
	

	Kathy Mechling
	
	

	Rhett Nelsen
	
	

	Janice Denney
	
	

	Lydia Robinson, Guest
	
	

	Eric Nusbaum, ODA
	
	

	Stan Dean. OACD
	
	

	John Bellville, Staff
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Notes were taken by: Arlyse DeLoyola
· Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were presented to the board for review.
· Bob Webb moved to approve the minutes.
· Zachary Robinson seconded the motion.
· The motion passed unanimously, with Webb, Nelsen, Z Robinson, Mechling, Poydack, Denney, and M Robinson, voting in favor.
· Financial Reports: The ﬁnancial reports for April 2026 were presented to the board for review.
· Rhett Nelsen made a motion to approve the Financial Reports as presented.
· Kathy Mechling seconded the motion.
· The motion passed unanimously, with Webb, Nelsen, Z Robinson, Mechling, Poydack, Denney, and M Robinson, voting in favor.
Eric Nusbaum gave a short presentation on Board Ethics.
· Old Business
· Hiring Update:
Interviews were scheduled on the 18th and 23rd. A few candidates were no-shows. Casey Lee was selected and an offer was made. He accepted and a start date is pending.
· New Business

· [bookmark: IVSWCD Monthly Meeting April 23 2026 mee]Staff Reports:
· John reviewed his report and answered questions regarding projects.

· Partnering Agency Reports:
· Stan Dean gave a report on Capacity Grant Rulemaking and OACD Best Practices Project.

· Public Comment:
· NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting will be held April 23, 2026 at 6:00 pm Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m.

· Approved Minutes:	 Date: 	
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· Illinois Valley SWCD Administration
· We extended an offer of employment to Heather Gilinsky for the role of office manager. Her expected start date is 5/26/2026. Arlyse has kindly agreed to assist with training and onboarding on a consulting basis once she is back in town.
· We conducted a round of interviews for the Watershed Technical Specialist position on 5/21. We interviewed four candidates.
· Projects
· Our team is doing a great job out there with water quality monitoring, outreach, and botanical project work! Kudos to Carolyn, David, and Carol for making it happen.
· North Illinois Valley SIA
· SIA water quality monitoring is now in full swing. The second round of sampling was completed this past week. Temperature monitors will be deployed in June.
· I conducted one site visit in the SIA area in the past month. I am hoping that we can get the Watershed Technical Specialist working on grants for SIA landowners within the next month.
· OSU FEWS Wildfire and Water Security Project
· Our team continues to maintain the two sondes in the field and send data to OSU.
· USFS EDRR/NPR
· The project is well underway with our team pulling invasives and collecting native seeds in the Smith River Complex burn area.
· We posted an RFQ for truck rental services. We shall be ordering a truck by the end of next week, if all goes well.
· Illinois Valley Priority Noxious Weeds Project
· Our team has been keeping extra busy pulling invasive alyssum species and barbed goatgrass.
· Check out this great article by the Illinois Valley News: https://www.theivnews.com/2026/05/22/barbed-goatgrass-yellow-tuft-alyssum-make-their-last-stand-in-the-illinois-valley/
· Go Team!
· IV WQM 2024-6
· I have been working with Shannon Clark to produce a mailer, an analytical report for 2025, and an analytical report for 2022-2025. We currently have drafts of all three.
· All water quality monitoring data has been cleaned and submitted to DEQ.
· Passive samplers are still being analyzed by USGS CERC.
· Artificial Mussels (AM) Pilot Project
· The first round of results for 15 samplers has been processed by the City University of Hong Kong. We received the uncalibrated results. CityUHK will be sending a report with calibrated results in the coming months.
· Irrigation Modernization Projects
· JW Kerns was awarded the Sweet Cron Irrigation Modernization Project contract for the installation of pivot irrigation systems.
· Waterways Consulting, Inc. was awarded the contract for the Jimmy Little Ditch Feasibility Study.
· Trout Unlimited and Illinois Valley SWCD held a check-in meeting with the Bureau of Reclamation on the WaterSMART project for outreach in the Althouse and Sucker Creek basins.
· 
· OWEB Small Grant Team Region 6
· The next review team meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2026

· We are actively recruiting new members for the OWEB SGT 06 via the IVSWCD website, Facebook, and word of mouth.
· https://ivswcd.specialdistrict.org/oweb-small-grant-team-region-6
· Grants
· I am working in collaboration with ODFW to try to get funding for the previously mothballed Waldo Road Beaver Coexistence Device Project that we have proposed to multiple funding sources over the past three years.
· We are being considered for funding for a PFAs Baseline Assessment and Illinois Valley Riparian and Soil Health Restoration Pilot projects for ODFW to consider including in our pending request to the Oregon Environmental Restoration Council (OERC) Agency Program Fund

Respectfully, John Bellville
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